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stimulate, and co-ordinate scientific and industrial
researches.3 To these institutions which are all located
at Ottawa, and which play an important part in
Canada's intellectual life, might be added the National
Film Board and the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion, both of more recent origin.

The duality of culture is one of Canada's charac-
teristics and is explained by the dual origin of its
population. It has had, among other consequences, the
result of imposing on the province of Quebec, in which
the majority of French-speaking Canadians live, a role
which the English-speaking provinces have had no
necessity to assume. Indeed, whatever the good in-
tentions of the central government may have been
(intentions which were not always free from the
pressure of fanaticism and prejudice, the latter too
often the cause of the former) it is upon Quebec and
not upon Ottawa that French culture and French
thought must principally, if not solely, depend for the
means to sustain and spread them. Apart from this
necessary and benevolent nationalism, which has in-
spired some of its most happy actions, Quebec is
entitled to take credit to itself for having contributed,
more than any other province, to the promotion of the
rise of arts and letters in Canada.

The task of encouraging arts and letters has in the
course of the years, been confided to or by chance
devolved upon, the Department of the Secretary of
State for Provincial Affairs. Most often his task
consists of the distributing of generous grants to indi-

3 The National Research Council directs the activities of
eleven laboratories and has at its disposal, since 1939, an annual
budget of $6,000,000.